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a train of straw leading to the powder, and thus make a
breach in the enclosure.  But this was only designed as a
dernier resort. During this day, or the preceding one, a Fox
Indian received a spent ball which lodged between his scalp
and skull; it was cut out, and the wound was so slight as
to prove no obstacle to his sharing in the further events of the
siege.

The fourth day Col. McKay resolved to accomplish some-
thing more decisive. About three o’clock in the afternoon,
with his troops properly stationed, and cannon balls heated red
hot in a black-smith’s forge, I was sent to go around and spe-
cially direct the interpreters to order the Indians not to fire on
the fort till the cannon should commence playing the hot shot,
and the fort should be set on fire; then to use their muskets
as briskly as possible. Secarcely had these directions been
given, when the Americans, probably seeing from indications
that a severe assault of some kind was about to be made, raised
the white flag. Two officers now came out and met Col. McKay
—strict orders having been given to the Indians not to fire on
these Americans, on the pain of being themselves fired on by
the British troops. The result was, a surrender was agreed
on; Col. McKay should have possession of the fort and public
stores, and the Americans be permitted to retire unmolested in
boats down the river. By this time it was too late to go through
with a formal surrender, which was postponed till the next
morning.

A little before the appointed time to give up their arms,
one of the Winnebagoes seeing a soldier in the fort, made
a motion to him to shake hands; ‘the soldier reached his
band through a port-hole, when the Winnebago seized it,
and cut off one of his fingers, and ran off with his singular
trophy.  As Lieut. Perkins and his men marched out from
the fort to lay down their arms, a Sioux warrior attempted to
strike one of the soldiers, when a chief, a son-in-law of
Wau-ba-shaw, knocked down his treacherous countryman



